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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's amendment dated 09/28/2006 has been entered. 

2. The indicated allowability of claims 2 and 4 is withdrawn in view of the 
newly discovered reference(s) to U.S. Patent No. 5,41 1,249 (Zouzoulas). Rejections 
based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,411,249 (Zouzoulas). 

Regarding claim 1, Figs. 1-16 show a compact driving unit for an automatic 
banknote receiving and storing unit, comprising: 

a chassis (300); 

a banknote accepting unit (near 101) for accepting a banknote, the banknote 
accepting unit (near 101) being mounted in the chassis (300); 

* 

a safe unit (200) for retaining accepted banknotes, the safe unit (200) including a 
banknote storing section, the safe unit (200) being mounted within and removable from 
the chassis (300); 
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a transporting unit (including 100, 150 and 154) for moving an accepted 

■ 

banknote from the banknote accepting unit (near 101) to a position adjacent the 
banknote storing section, the transporting unit (including 100, 150 and 154) having a 
driving crank (154) with a driver (156) mounted on the chassis (300), the transporting 
unit (including 100, 150 and 154) being mounted within and removable from the chassis 
(300); 

a translating unit (including 217), operatively connected to the transporting unit 
(including 100, 150 and 154), for non-rotationally displacing a pushing board (217) to 
move an accepted banknote to a position within the banknote storing section; and 

a driving lever (303) for operatively exerting a force on the pushing board (217) of 
the translating unit, the driving lever (303) being driven by the transporting unit driving 
crank (154) and driver (156), wherein the driving lever (303) is mounted on a shaft and 
pivots in a plane which is parallel to a plane traversed by the transporting unit (including 
100, 150 and 154) as it is attached to the chassis (303), the driving lever (303) having a 
driven section (near 310) located at the end of the driving lever (303) facing an opening 
for attaching the transporting unit (including 100, 150 and 154) to the chassis (300), the 
driven section (near 310) for contact with the driving crank (154), the end of the driving 

■ 

lever (303) opposite the driven section being a driving section (near 309) for operating 
the translating unit (including 217). See e.g., column 4, line 47 to column 5, line 15. 

Regarding claim 3, Figs. 13-15 show that the translating unit (including 217) 
includes the pushing board (217) and a parallel linkage assembly (i.e., the elements in 
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Figs. 13-15 that make pushing board (217) move parallel to a bottom surface of the 
chassis (300)). 

Regarding claim 4, Figs. 14-16 show that the driving lever (303) is located at a 
side of the chassis (300). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1,3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Publication No. 20020175463 (Abe et al.) in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 5,411,249 (Zouzoulas). 

Regarding claim 1 , Figs. 1 5-25 show a compact driving unit for an automatic 
banknote receiving and storing unit, comprising: 

a chassis (201); 

a banknote accepting unit (202) for accepting a banknote, the banknote 
accepting unit (202) being mounted in the chassis (201); 

a safe unit (203) for retaining accepted banknotes, the safe unit (203) including a 
banknote storing section, the safe unit (203) being mounted within and removable from 
the chassis (201); 
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a transporting unit (including 204) for moving an accepted banknote from the 
banknote accepting unit (202) to a position adjacent the banknote storing section, the 
transporting unit (including 204) having a driving crank (including 223R) with a driver 
(224R) mounted on the chassis (201), the transporting unit (including 204) being 
mounted within and removable from the chassis (201); 

a translating unit (including 256), operatively connected to the transporting unit 
(including 204), for non-rotationally displacing a pushing board (256) to move an 
accepted banknote to a position within the banknote storing section; and 

a driving lever (229R) for operatively exerting a force on the pushing board (256) 
of the translating unit (including 256), the driving lever (229R) being driven by the 
transporting unit driving crank (223R) and driver (224R), wherein the driving lever 
(229R) is mounted on a shaft and pivots in a plane. Also, the driving lever (229R) has a 
driven section (near 224R) located at the end of the driving lever (229R) facing an 
opening for attaching the transporting unit (including 204) to the chassis (201), the 
driven section (near 224R) for contact with the driving crank (224R), the end of the 
driving lever (229R) opposite the driven section being a driving section (near 271 R) for 
operating the translating unit (including 256). 

As mentioned above, the Abe et al. publication discloses that the driving lever 
(229R) is mounted on a shaft and pivots in a plane. However, Abe et al. does not 
specifically disclose that such driving lever (229R) pivots in a plane which is parallel to a 
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plane traversed by the transporting unit (including 204) as it is attached to the chassis 
(201). 

The Zouzoulas patent discloses that it is well known to provide a driving unit for 
an automatic receiving and storing unit with a transporting unit (including 100) that is 
attached to or detached from a chassis (300) by sliding such transporting unit (including 
1 00) into or out of the chassis (300) along a plane that is parallel to a plane along which 
a lever (303) pivots. See e.g., Figs. 2, 13 and 15, and column 4, line 47 to column 5, 
line 15. Column 4, lines 47-58 of Zouzoulas explain that such sliding removal and 
reinstallation of the transporting unit (including 100) facilitates cleaning or repair of the 
transporting unit (including 100). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide the Abe et al. device with a 
transporting unit that is configured to slide in and out of the chassis of Abe et al. for the 
purpose of easily removing and reinstalling the transporting unit of Abe et al. to clean or 
repair such transporting unit. Installing the transporting unit of Abe et al., in a manner 
as taught by Zouzoulas, will result in the driving lever (229R) of Abe et al. pivoting in a 
plane which is parallel to a plane traversed by the transporting unit (including 204) of 
Abe et al. as it is attached to the chassis (201) of Abe et al. 

Regarding claim 3, Figs. 15-25 of Abe et al. show that the translating unit 
(including 256) includes the pushing board (256) and a parallel linkage assembly. 

Regarding claim 4, Figs. 15-25 of Abe et al. show that the driving lever (229R) is 
located at a side of the chassis (201 ). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



5. 



Claims 7-1 1 are allowed. 



Conclusion 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Morrison whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7221. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on (571) 272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic. 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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